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CADD Newsletter

This unofficial newsletter, is authorized under the
provisions of AR 25-30, and is intended to keep all Corps
personnel who are involved in the use and management of CADD
informed of CADD related issues throughout the Corps as well as
HQUSACE changes and initiatives which will affect the
Engineering business process.  The Newsletter will be issued
electronically on a quarterly basis.  Articles on CADD issues with
a broad area of interest are solicited from the field.  Send all
submissions to jean.a.mcginn@usace.army.mil.

--------------

MicroStation Workspace Status

The MicroStation Workspace has been completed and can
be downloaded from the CADD/GIS Technology Center web site.
 A CD containing version 1.8 if the A/E/C CADD Standards, the
MicroStation Workspace, and File Checker should be available
from the Center in late October.

--------------

MicroStation Workspace Training for System Administrators

The first class of the A/E/C CADD Standards Workspace
Workshop for Systems Managers was held 10-11 August at the the
CADD/GIS Technology Center (the Center), Vicksburg, MS.  The
second session will be held 26-27 October at the Center.  Details
of the class can be found on the Center web page at : 
http://tsc.wes.army.mil.  Click on “Classes” to access information.
 Note that spaces to the workshop are limited to the first 19
students who provide a DD Form 1556 prior to October 8, 1999. 
You are not confirmed for the class until the 1556 is received by
the Center.

--------------

MicroStation Workspace Training for Users

Response to the memorandum sent out by Ed Middleton, the chair of the Senior
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Advisory CADD (SAC) Group, to all Chiefs of Engineering proposing the use of Districts’ select
credits to develop Workspace Training for Corps MicroStation users was excellent.  Sufficient
credits were contributed to enable the development of the training materials and for Bentley to teach
three classes. Three manuals have been developed: a users guide, a training guide and an instructors
manual.  Three training sessions have been scheduled: 6-7 October in Dallas, TX, 13-14 October in
Atlanta, GA and 27-28 October in Sacramento.  There are sufficient spaces to accommodate
approximately 1/3 of USACE districts in each training session.  Dr. Edward Middleton, SAC Chair,
sent a memorandum to all USACE Chiefs of Engineering 24 August providing them with
information about the upcoming training. These classes are intended to “train the trainer,” and each
district will be able to send one representative to one of these classes.  Each trainee will receive a
copy of the three manuals and a CD, which will contain the training material for use in the districts.
 Contact Ms. Debbie Solis at Jacksonville District at 904-232-2070 for registration information.  For
questions about technical content, contact Mr. John Kincaid, Rock Island District, at 309-794-5492.

--------------
Center FTAG/EWG Meeting

The the Center EWG/FTAG met at the Seattle District Offices 20-22 July 1999. The
primary purpose of the meeting was to develop a proposed FY00 program for the Center from
ongoing projects and new projects submitted from the field.  The proposed FY00 program was
submitted to the Board of Directors (formerly the ESG) and approved at their meeting on August
31.  Additionally, the group discussed and revised the proposed Business and Marketing Plan. 
Under the Plan, the EWG/FTAG will be combined and renamed the Corporate Staff.  A briefing on
Land Management System (LMS) was given by Jeff Holland, CEWES, with emphasis on the
relationship between data standards being developed by the Center, and the modeling for GIS needs
being developed by other laboratories.  There were vendor demonstrations given of VectorWorks
and ArchiCAD, two object-based 3-D CAD software programs.  Some members of the group
participated in a field trip to Ft. Lewis to view their use of GIS in installation management.

--------------

Center Board of Directors Meeting

The CADD/GIS Technology Center (the Center) BOD met in the Casey Building at the
Humphreys Engineer Center, 31 August 1999.  Representatives of several Federal agencies were
invited to join the BOD as part of the plan to expand the Center’s customer base.  As a result of
these invitations, Mr. Bill Brubaker, NASA and Mr. David Harris, NIBS, accepted the invitation
and were present at the meeting.  A proposed revised charter, a Business and Marketing Plan, and
the proposed FY00 Center Workplan were presented to the board and unanimously accepted.  As
part of the new charter and business plan, the Corporate Staff replaces the Executive Working
Group (EWG) and the Field Technical Advisory Group (FTAG).  During FY99 Mr. Dwight
Beranek, Chief of Engineering and Construction Division, Directorate of Military Programs, has
been the Chair of the BOD, and Mr. Deke Smith, Navy, has been the chair of the EWG.  For FY00
the chair of the BOD will be Dr Get Moy, Navy, and the Chief of Staff will be Mr. Mikeual Perritt,
Air Force.  During the meeting several presentations were given on the current and future focus of
GIS technology use within DOD.  Ms. Nancy Blyler, CECW-EP, presented the Corps strategy, and
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LTC Brian Cullis presented the Air Force GeoBase concept.  Graphisoft also gave a demonstration
of ArchiCAD.

--------------

CADD/GIS Technology Center Web Site Discussion Forums

There are several discussion forums on the CADD/GIS Technology Center (the Center) web
site.  The forum topics are A/E/C CADD Standard, CADD Details Library, EBS (Electronic Bid
Solicitation), EDMS (Electronic Document Management System), SEMMS (Survey Engineering
and Monument Management System), TSFMS (Tri-Service Facility Management System), TSSDS
(Tri-Service Spatial Data Standards), and Standards Control Board.  To sign up for a Forum, go to
the Center Web Site at tsc.wes.army.mil; click on Forums on the left hand side of the page; select
the Forum you want to comment on; and provide information requested.  You may then comment
on or ask questions about any of these Center products or activities.  This is your forum; use it to
share and get information.

--------------

AutoCAD Workspace

The Center is working on a workspace for AutoCAD, modifying a program
developed by the Coast Guard, CE-CADD.  A beta version of this workspace should be
available in October.  Elias Arredondo at WES is the POC for this effort.  He can be
reached at 601-634-4572.

--------------

Call for Projects for the CADD Library

The CAD Library is now able to post EBS disks for projects on its web site.  There are currently
ten projects posted.  The Library can be viewed at:  http:\\cadlib.wes.army.mil.  In order for the
Library to be successful, it is essential that districts submit successful designs to the Tri-Service
Center for inclusion in the library.  Districts should submit appropriate disks to Elias Arredondo at
CEWES, The CADD/GIS Technology Center for Facilities, Infrastructure and Environment, 3909
Halls Ferry Road, Vicksburg, MS 39180-6199. 

--------------

Call for Articles

All articles in this issue of the Newsletter were written by Jean McGinn, CEMP-EE.  I
would encourage anyone in the field who has CADD related information of general interest to Corps
personnel to submit articles (to my e-mail address) for the next issue, which should be issued the
end of September. 


